Progressive Islam in Practice

Takfir Series: Part \

Takfir Case
studies Part Il

Countries & Individuals

@mpvusa | @AIMGlobalNGO | #lIslamlslustice g A]]-lafnce

Inclusive Muslims




Algeria

® During the Algerian Civil War, the Armed Islamic
Group of Algeria (GIA) issued a manifesto
claiming that the majority of Algerians had
forsaken their religion after they refused to join
the ranks of GIA.

e Following this declaration, in 1997, at the start of
the year, and the month of Ramadan, massacres
targeting civilians began across the country.

® The massacres continued well into 1997,
culminating in August and September.

® The massacres, which saw pregnant women and
children slaughtered, were declared by the GIA
to be justified because the civilians had not
joined the GIA following the manifesto and were
therefore kafir.
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e Mansour Hallaj was a 9th century Sufi mystic, poet,
and teacher.

e As a teacher, he encouraged individuals to find
God within their souls and when he claimed "I Am
the Truth” people interpreted this as his claim to
divinity, which qualified as blasphemy.

e Caught in between the power struggles of the
court at the time, al-Hallaj fled Baghdad when the
Shi'i chief minister began to target Sunni sects.

e Eventually he was captured and brought back to
Baghdad where he was imprisoned for 9 years on
charges of blasphemy and apostasy.

o After 9 years in prison, he was subject to a public
torture and execution before being burned and
thrown into the Tigris River.
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Anwar El Sadat

¢ President of Egypt from 1970 to 1981, Anwar Sadat
was assassinated during an annual victory parade
in October of 1981.

e After his death, a document was found by police
stating that Sadat was assassinated because he
and his government did not abide by Shari‘a law.

¢ The document also condemned governments of
other Muslim majority countries for their failure to
rule according to Shari'a.

¢ The author of the document, Muhammad abd-al-
Salam Faraj, the leader of the Cairo based
terrorist group al-Jihad, cited the fatwa issued
centuries earlier by lbn Taymiyyah takfiring those
who place themselves outside of Shari'a and
calling for violence towards them as justification

for the murder.
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EQYpt

¢ |n 1971, Jama'at al Muslimin, also known as Takfir
wal-Hijra, was founded by Shukri Mustafa, a
former member of the Muslim Brotherhood.

¢ The movement embraced the most extreme and
violent parts of the Salafist jihad movement.

e At the height of their movement, they declared
the President, Anwar Sadat, to be kafir and
accused all of Egyptian society to be kafir, as
they were not fighting Sadat and his government.

® The government cracked down on the group in
1977, after the kidnapping and murder of an
Islamic scholar and politician but the group
reorganized and individuals with ties to the group
were later linked to President Sadat's
assassination in 1981.
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Nasr Abu Zayd

e Nasr Abu Zayd was an Egyptian academic and
liberal theologian.

¢ As an academic and theologian, he argued for the
interpretation of the Qur'an as a cultural and
historical text, rather than a religious text.

e As a result of this work, conservative Muslim
scholars issued a lawsuit against him and he was
subsequently declared an apostate by an Egyptian
court.

¢ |n that same court decision, he was forced to
divorce his wife, as the court claimed a Muslim
woman could not be married to an apostate.

® As a result of the outrage directed at him during
the public trial, he and his wife were forced to flee
Egypt and live in exile.
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Nigeria

¢ Boko Haram follows the extreme Wahabism
ideology, which denounces the followers of other
forms of Islam as infidels.

e Throughout the country, the terrorist group has
declared minority Sunni and Shi‘a sects to be kafir.
® The group also declared mainstream Sunni Muslims,

who refused to join their ranks, as kafir.

e The group used takfir to justify the killing of fellow
Muslims, including government officials, women,
children, and religious leaders.

¢ [n 2016, the leader at the time, Abubakr Shekau
declared that once a woman begins to engage in a
democratic movement, regardless of her devotion
to Islam, including prayer and fasting, she can be
captured and killed.
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¢ |n 1988, Salman Rushdie, a British-Indian author,
published his fourth novel, The Satanic Verses.

® The novel sparked outrage across the Muslim
world because of its content and as a result he
received a number of death threats, accusing him
of apostasty.

e The book was banned in a number of Muslim
countries and threats were made to bookstores
that sold the book in western countries.

¢ Just months after publication, Ayatollah Khomeini
issued a fatwa, accusing Rushdie of apostasy and
calling for the death of both the author and his
publishers, with a bounty of 6 million dollars.

® As a result of the fatwa, he was forced into hiding
for 9 years.
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Syria

® During the Syrian Civil War, the different
combatant groups, all from various sects of Islam,
often cast enemy groups as kafirs, calling one
another infidels and non-Muslims in an attempt to
dehumanize their enemies and justify the
bloodshed and killing of their fellow Muslims.

e The Shi‘a Hizbollah referred to their Shi'a
opposition and Sunni groups as takfiri.

e A well known Sunni cleric, Yusuf al-Qaradawi
declared Nusayris bigger infidels than Jews or
Christians at a conference that called for jihad in
Syria.

e Video clips of Shi'a terrorists executing rebels
claimed that they were “performing their taklif
(responsibility), not seeking personal vengeance”.

@mpvusa | @AIMGIlobalNGO | #lslamlsJustice



References

e Boko Haram's Internal Civil War: Stealth Takfir and Jihad as Recipes for Schism
by Abdulbasit Kassim

e Jihad Without Rules: The Evolution of al-Takfir wa al-Hijra by Hayder Mili

e Revealed: Why ISIS Hates the Taliban by Akhilesh Pillalamarri

e How much Takfir is too much Takfir? The Evolution of Boko Haram's
Factionalization by Jacob Zenna and Zacharias Pierib

e Two Decades of Jihad in Algeria: the GIA, the GSPC, and Al Qaida by Evan
Kohlmann

e Armed Islamists Movements and Political Violence in Algeria by Mohammed M.
Hafez

e The Furrows of Algeria by Fouad Ajami

e Takfir without Borders by Kunwar Khuldune Shahid

e Understanding Jihad by David Cook

e Sadat’s assassination plotter remains unrepentant by Richard Engel

e al-Hallaj from Encyclopedia Britannica

e The Story of Hallaj from Dawn

¢ Dhahabi, Shaykh Muhammad Husayn from Oxford Islamic Studies Online

e From Fatwa to Jihad: The Rushdie Affair and Its Aftermath by Kenan Malik

e Looking back at Salman Rushdie's The Satanic Verses from The Guardian

e Ayatollah sentences author to death from The BBC

e The battle for a religion's heart from The Economist

e The Case of Abu Zaid from Index on Censorship

e The Vocabulary of Sectarianism by Aaron Zelin and Phillip Smyth

e Inside Hezbollah: Fighting and Dying for a Confused Cause by Jonathan Miller

@mpvusa | @AIMGIlobalNGO | #lslamlsJustice


http://www.jamestown.org/programs/tm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=822&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=181&no_cache=1#.VnQ8MNKrTq4
https://www.dawn.com/news/672240/the-story-of-hallaj
https://books.google.com/books?id=wYkQXO4sEoAC&printsec=frontcover&dq=From+fatwa+to+jihad+:&hl=en&ei=yHXdTaG4OKTf0QHB7qTqDw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/sep/14/looking-at-salman-rushdies-satanic-verses?INTCMP=SRCH
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/february/14/newsid_2541000/2541149.stm
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/01/29/the-vocabulary-of-sectarianism/
http://blogs.channel4.com/miller-on-foreign-affairs/meeting-hezbollah-fighting-dying-confused/687

