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This project is curated by Dr. Kayla Renée Wheeler and was inspired by Prof. Najeeba
Syeed, #BlackInMSA, and Muslim ARC. The goal of this project is to provide teachers,
professors, researchers, journalists, and people interested in learning more about Islam
with resources on Black Muslims to promote a more inclusive approach to the study of
Islam. If you would like to contribute to this project, post your recommendations on
Twitter using #BlacklIslamSyllabus or email me at kaylar824@gmail.com. If you would
like to support efforts to transform the syllabus into a website that will include author
video interviews, book reviews, and a more accessible layout or thank me for my labor,
please donate: paypal.me/kaylareneewheeler
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of Oriental and African Studies, 22 (2013), pp. 97-110.
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Hilal Kara and Abdullah Kara, Bilal al-Habashi: An Exemplar of Patience and Devotion (2017)
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(2017)
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Widow to Heroine (2005)

Ilyasah Shabazz, Growing Up X (2003).

Charles Smith, Twelve Rounds to Glory: The Story of Muhammad Ali (2007)
William Strickland, Malcolm X: Make it Plain (1994)
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Akbarall Thobhani, Mansa Musa: The Golden King of Ancient Mali (1998)
Leah Vernon, Unashamed: Musings of a Fat, Black Muslim (2019)

Amir Webb, Musa: Mansa of Mali: The Extended Version (2018)

Malcolm X with Alex Haley, The Autobiography of Malcolm X
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Hisham Aidi, Rebel Music: Race, Empire and the New Muslim Youth Culture (2014)

Hisham Aidi, ““Verily, there is only one hip-hop Umma’: Islam, Cultural Protest and Urban
Marginality”, Socialism and Democracy, 18/2 (2004), pp. 107-126

H. Samy Alim, “Reinventing Islam with Unique Modern Tones” Muslim Hip Hop Artists as
Verbal Mujahidin®, Souls: A Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture, and Society, 8/4 (2006),
pp. 45-58

Larry Blumenfeld, “Exploding Myths in Morocco and Senegal: Sufis Making Music after 9/117,
in Jonathan Ritter and J. Martin Daughtry (eds.), Music in Post-9/11 World (2012), pp. 209-224

Christopher W. Chase, “Prophetics in the Key of Allah: Towards an Understanding of Islam in
Jazz”, Jazz Perspectives, 4/2 (2010), pp. 157-181

Jonathan Curiel, “Muslim Roots of the Blues/The Music of Famous American Blues Singers
Reaches back through the South to the Culture of West Africa”, SF Gate (Aug. 15 2004)
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Muslim-roots-of-the-blues-The-music-of-famous-270148

9.php

Fatima EI Shibli, “Islam and the Blues”, Souls: A Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture, and
Society, 9/2 (2007), pp. 162-170

Juan M. Floyd-Thomas, “A Jihad of Words” The Revolution of African American Islam and
Contemporary Hip-Hop”, in Anthony Pinn (ed.), Noise and Spirit: The Religious and Spiritual
Sensibilities of Rap Music (2003), pp. 49-70
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Press, 2016)

Su’ad Abdul Khabeer, “Rep that Islam: The Rhyme and Reason of American Islamic Hip Hop”,
The Muslim World 97/1 (2007), pp. 125-141
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(2005)

Naeem Mohaiemen, “Fear of a Muslim Planet: Hip-Hop’s Hidden History”
http://archive.thedailystar.net/forum/2008/june/fear.htm

Abdoulaye Niang, “‘Preaching Music’ and Islam in Senegal: Can the Secular Mediate the
Religious? The Case of Rap and Mbalax Music”, African Communication Research, 2/1 (2009),
pp. 61-84

Michael Olutao Olatunji, “Modern Trends in the Islamized Music of the Traditional Yoruba”,
Matatu-Journal for African Culture and Society, 40/1 (2012), pp. 447-455

Ari Poutiainen and Inka Rantakallio, “Discursive Construction of African-American Identities
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Music and Society, 17 (June 2015), pp. 1-16
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Journal of English Studies, 16/3 (2012), pp. 259-271

Journals, Zines, Newsletters, and Magazines

African Times and Orient Review
e Pan-African and pan-Asian journal founded in 1912

Bilalian News
e Renamed Muhammad Speaks journal, which was published using this name from 1976 to
1981. Because the content differed in MS and BN, they warrant separate entries.

Azizah Magazine: http://www.azizahmagazine.com/
e A magazine for Muslim women by Muslim women

The Final Call
e The official newspaper of the Nation of Islam under Minister Louis Farrakhan


http://archive.thedailystar.net/forum/2008/june/fear.htm
http://archive.thedailystar.net/forum/2008/june/fear.htm
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Muhammad Speaks
e Journal founded by Honorable Elijah Muhammad in 1960

Muslim Journal: https://muslimjournal.net/

Nazar: https://nazar.substack.com/people/1441083
e Black Muslims and technology

Somali Semantics: http://somalisemantics.tumblr.com/
e A zine that explores conversations around identity making and diaspora

Virtue Today Magazine: http://www.virtuetodaymag.com/
e Women’s magazine for Nation of Islam members

Websites and Blogs

The African Diaspora in the Indian Ocean World:
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africansindianocean/index2.php

The Black Muslim Times UK: https://theblackmuslimtimesuk.org/

Brother Jesse Blog: http://brotherjesseblog.com/

Donna A. Auston: http://donnaauston.com/

The Drinking Gourd: https.://medium.com/the-drinking-gourd/about
Fit Muslimah: http://fitmuslimah.com/

Hagar Lives: http://hagarlives.blogspot.com/

Hindtrospectives: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/hindtrospectives/

Lampost Education Initiative: http://www.lamppostproductions.com/

Margari Aziza: https://margariaziza.com/

Muslim ARC: http://www.muslimarc.org/

Muslim Girl Journal: https://muslimgirljournal.com/

Muslim Wellness: http://www.muslimwellness.com/
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National Black Muslim COVID Coalition: https://www.blackmuslimcoalition.com/

NbA Muslims: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/nbamuslims/

Official Website of Dawud Walid: http://www.dawudwalid.com/

Precious Speaks: http://preciousspeaks.com/

Race + Gender + Faith: http://race-gender-faith.blogspot.com/

Sapelo Square, An Online Resource for African American Islam: http://sapelosquare.com/

Struggling Hijabi: http:/strugglinghijabi.tumblr.com/

Truth to Power: A Center of Black Muslim Thought, History and Philosophy:
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/truthtopower

We Been Here: https://webeenhere.blog/

Zaheer Ali: http://www.zaheerali.com/

Hashtags
#BeingBlackAndMuslim (created by @MuslimARC)

#BlackHijabiChallenge (created by @Nerd Geek Ninja with assists from @KeiyAlexis and
@Margari_Aziza)

#Blacklftar (created by Samiralmam )
#BlackMuslim2020 (created by @Margari_Aziza)
#BlackMuslimFuture (created by @MuslimARC)
#BlackMuslimFamily (created by @KameelahRashad)
#BlackMuslimGirlFly (created by @niamalikadixon)
#BlackMuslimHistory (created by Sapelo Square)
#BlackMuslimRamadan (created by @TinyMuslimah)

#BlackMuslimReads (@LaylaAPoulos)
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#BlackMuslimSpotlight (created by @krennylavitz)
#BlackMuslimWisdom (created by @M WFNational)
#BlackOutEid (created by @krennylavitz)

#BlackOutJummah (created by @sorryuhh)

#BombBlackHijabis (created by @safuratumbles and @afrohijab)
#JusticeOrElse (created by NOI)

#MuslimCool (created by @DrSuad)

#OurThreeBrothers (created by @TariqToure)

#XSpeaks (created by Nsenga Knight)

#ZoulSoul (created by @HindMakki)

Archival and Digital Humanities Projects

After Malcolm Digital Archive, https://aftermalcolm.com/about-the-project/

Indianapolis Imam Warith Deen Muhammad Community,
https://ulib.iupui.edu/collections/IWDC

Poetry and Spoken Word

Brother Dash, Spoken Soul (2009)

Emi Mahmoud, “The Colors We Ascribe” (2015)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaWw6-3GrcU

Imam W. Deen Mohammed, /¢’s Time We Sing “A New Song”, 75 Select Poems (2013)
Tariq Touré, 2 Parts Oxygen: How I Learned to Breathe (2019)

Tariq Touré, Black Seeds: The Poetry and Reflections of Tarig Toure (2016)


https://aftermalcolm.com/about-the-project/
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Anthologies

Saleemah Abdul-Ghafur (editor), Living Islam Out Loud (2005)

Layla Abdullah-Poulos, Fatimah Abdulmalik, and Umm Juwayriyah (editors), NbA
Muslims-Black Muslim Reads (2020)

Performance Art

Su’ad Abdul Khabeer, Sampled: Beats of Muslim Life,
http://www.suadabdulkhabeer.com/sampled-beats-of-muslim-life

Nsenga Knight, X Speaks: http:/nsengaknight.com/xspeaks/

Photography

Beeta Baghoolizadeh, “Picturing the Other: Race and Afro-Iranians in Documentary
Photography”
http://ajammc.com/2015/07/20/picturing-them-vs-us-race-and-afro-iranians-in-documentary-pho

Andrew Courtney, Guardians of the Mosque: African Palestinians of Jerusalem
http://andrewcourtneyphotography.com/african_palestinians story.pdf

Bobby Rogers, “#BeingBlackandMuslim”, http://bobbyrogers.co/#/beingblackandmuslim/

Amaal Said: http://www.amaalsaid.com/ and https://www.instagram.com/amaalsaid/

Radio Shows and Podcasts

The Black Muslim Girl Podcasat:
https://open.spotify.com/show/3xCkhzpDL6WbccLDvxKF4G?context=spotify%3 Ashow%3A3x
CkhzpDL6WbccLDvxKF4G&si=Szh3UZxFSZigTbF3aF15Jw

The Dope Muslim WOman Podcast: https://anchor.fim/sabria-mills

The Hanif J. Williams Show: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/hanifiwilliams

HeadRAPS: https://soundcloud.com/headraps
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Identity Politics: https://soundcloud.com/identity-politics

Mornings with Mubarakah Radio: http://morningswithmubarakah.com/

The Teachings 2.0: https://anchor.fm/theteachingspodcast

The Young and Muslim Podcast: https://www.buzzsprout.com/1099370

Movies, Documentaries. and Television Shows

Afro-Iranian Lives (2011), http.//'www.afroiranianlives.com/trailer.htm

Adama (2011) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1819449/
e The documentary chronicles Adama Bah’s experience with Islamophobia when federal
agents raided her home in 2005

Al Nisa: Black Muslim Women in Atlanta’s Gay Mecca (2013)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9 _rGU_vCils
e “The story of how filmmaker Red Summer brought five women together who sought to
establish a community, where there was none, for Black Muslim Lesbians in Atlanta.”

Ali (2001) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0248667/
e Biography of Muhammad Ali

Ask A Muslim (2012) https://www.youtube.com/user/AskAMuslimSeries/about
e Documentary webs series that showcases Black Islam in the US

Bilal: A New Brand of Hero (2018) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp_7Gdf2blE
e Animated film inspired by the story of Bilal ibn Rabah, one of the Prophet Muhammad’s
closest companions

Bilal’s Stand (2010) https://vimeo.com/2861624
e A high schooler has to determine if he’ll continue with the family business or follow his
own dreams to attend college

Black and Muslim in Britain (2016-)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9nJ7cqWZvB2VDdDhQFGCkg
e Highlights the histories, cultures, and challenges of Black Muslims in UK

The Book of Negroes (2015) http://www.bet.com/shows/the-book-of-negroes.html
e Focuses on an enslaved African woman and her fight to return home
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Chrysalis (2011)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNEXDCzfl4gD81H543iukTcuMBXVy 7MV
e Story of Jamal, a Muslim man in Baltimore, who balances his life as a young father and
drug dealer

Death of a Prophet (1981) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0179757/
e Focuses on the final year of Malcolm X’s life

Hip Hop Hijabis (2015) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kSh6bobl. TU&noredirect=1
e Documentary on British rap duo

The Greatest (1977) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0076111/
e Biography of Muhammad Ali, starring Muhammad Ali

Jinn (2018) https://www.jinnfilm.com/
e “A shape-shifting, pepperoni-loving black teenage Instagram celebrity converts to Islam.
Here’s what happens.”

Journey to Timbuktu (2013) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdxJOtgF09¢g

The King of South Shields (2008)

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1357160/plotsummary?ref =tt ov_pl
e Experimental documentary focusing on the day that Muhammad Ali visited a British

Yemeni Community in 1977

Malcolm X (1992)
e Spike Lee Oscar nominated movie

Mooz-Lum (2010) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1450328/?ref =rvi tt
e “Amid a strict Muslim rearing and a social life he's never had, Tariq enters college
confused. New peers, family and mentors help him find his place, but the 9-11 attacks
force him to face his past and make the biggest decisions of his life.”

Muslimah’s Guide to Marriage (2018)

https://www.paff.org/films/#!/film/muslimahs_guide to marriage
e A 20-something Black Muslim woman tries to rebuild her broken marriage before her

1iddah ends.

Naz and Maalik (2016) http://www.nazandmaalik.com/#!about/cdyi
e Two closeted Black Muslim teens deal with FBI surveillance

Prince Among Slaves (2014)
e Documentary on Abdul Rahman Sori narrated by Yasiin Bey
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Prison Blues (2015) http://taleefcollective.org/prisonblues/
e Documentary about the prison industrial complex through a Muslim lens

Roots (1977) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0075572/

e The story of Alex Haley’s family, starting with his African Muslim Ancestor, Kunta
Kinte

Roots (2016) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt33 15386/
e Remake of the 1977 movie

Sleeper Cell (2005-2006)
e A Muslim FBI agent goes undercover to infiltrate a sleeper cell in the U.S.

The Siddi, An African Community in India
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UD7sp-L91Uk

The Trials of Muhammad Ali (2014)

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/trials-of-muhammad-ali/
e The story of Muhammad Ali inside and outside of the ring

Timbuktu (2014) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cs2dY AIbINY
e The story of a family’s life during the occupation of Timbuktu, Mali by the Ansar Dine

Traitor (2008) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0988047/
e “When straight arrow FBI agent Roy Clayton heads up the investigation into a dangerous
international conspiracy, all clues seem to lead back to former U.S. Special Operations
officer, Samir Horn.”

What’s My Name: Muhammad Ali (2019)
e Two-part HBO documentary on Muhammad Ali’s boxing career and activism

Witnessed: The Assassination of Malcolm X (2015) https://www.cnn.com/specials/malcolm-x
e (NN special report on Malcolm X’s death



http://taleefcollective.org/prisonblues/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0075572/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0075572/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3315386/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UD7sp-L9lUk
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/trials-of-muhammad-ali/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cs2dYAlbINY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cs2dYAlbINY
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0988047/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0988047/
https://www.cnn.com/specials/malcolm-x

