Unites States Senate
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC

January 17, 2017
Dear Members of Congress:

We are national religious, secularist, civil rights and other organizations that, while diverse, are
united in efforts to advance religious freedom. We write to urgently express our increasing
concerns about policies the President-elect proposed during his campaign, and cabinet
appointments he has more recently announced, which we believe run counter to this founding
tenet of our democracy. We strongly urge you to support core principles of the First Amendment
and religious freedom in our country by denouncing anti-Muslim rhetoric and policy proposals.

This week the United States celebrated Religious Freedom Day 2017, which marks the 231st
anniversary of the Virginia General Assembly’s adoption of the landmark Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom. This statute marks religious freedom for all, on the basis of the First
Amendment to the US Constitution. Our Founding Fathers believed — as did others involved in
drafting and adopting the statute and the First Amendment itself — that religious freedom is a
fundamental and expansive right. This means religious freedom for all, not some.

As organizations representing a diverse set of religious and cultural perspectives, we deeply
value and strive to safeguard the rights of individuals and families who are Muslim. As policy
makers, soldiers, business owners, doctors, teachers, among many other professions, and as
cherished neighbors, friends, and loved ones, Muslims are a fundamental part of this country and
have been since before it was founded.

Policies that the President-elect and several cabinet nominees have espoused — to target
individuals in the United States on the basis of religion — are not only offensive but
unconstitutional. The proposed policies to bar Muslims from entering the US and to register
Muslims currently living in our communities, for example, alarmingly parallel the deeply
shameful policy of interning Japanese Americans on the basis of political fear-mongering after
the US entered World War Il. Supporters of the President-elect have shamefully cited that
horrific moment in our nation’s history as precedent for singling out our Muslim family, friends
and neighbors.

Anti-Muslim rhetoric is closely related to violence committed against Muslims on the basis of
religion, or those perceived to be Muslims. As anti-Muslim rhetoric became more prevalent
during the presidential campaign, the rate of crimes against Muslims also increased. Establishing
anti-Muslim policies, such as forcing Muslims to register on a national scale, goes directly
against the American principles of freedom of religious belief and of expression. True religious
freedom means that the same right that protects the liberty of Christians, Jews, or Hindus, for
example, to pray, attend services and promote their views in public, protects the right of Muslims
to do the same.



As we mark another anniversary of religious freedom in our country, we ask you to help protect
this founding principle and preserve our democracy. We strongly urge you to denounce anti-
Muslim rhetoric and policies — and affirmatively work to protect true religious freedom for all
individuals and families nationwide.

Sincerely,
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